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Course Description: Bayshore Community Academy’s (BCA) social studies curriculum is 
organized in a four-year cycle. Each year, all students in grades 5-8, participate in lessons 
together. By the end of a student’s four years in BCA, he/she will have completed the 
four-year rotation. Lessons and activities encourage students to become civically-engaged 
problem-solvers who critically examine diverse roles in local, regional, state, national, and 
global communities. Through class lessons, discussions, inquiry, and analysis of primary 
sources, students learn about significant events and consider the continuity and change that has 
occurred throughout history, along with multiple perspectives on important issues. By 
developing the skills needed to research and understand critical issues in today’s society, 
students can become lifelong learners able to collaborate and thrive in our interdependent 
world.  
 
The Year Four curriculum focuses on civics and government. Students will better understand 
how the American government operates and the roles of the citizens to keep it working 
successfully. Students will also study European geography. Students also complete a historical 
research project based on a provided theme to explain the impact of a significant topic. 
 

 
 

Learning Targets 
 
Domain:  Geography & History: Aspects of American History Through the Civil War 
Priority Standard:  SS.Hist1.a.m Use multiple perspectives to analyze and explain the causes 
of issues or events within and across time periods, events, or cultures 

● Students will explain the motivations and concerns of diverse groups during the 
establishment of the first colonies in America. 

● Students will explain the outcomes of the first attempts to create a new form of 
government. 

● Students will compare and contrast differing viewpoints between Federalists and 
Anti-Federalists. 

 
Priority Standard:  SS.Hist1.b.m Use multiple perspectives to analyze and explain effects 

 



 
 

 

of issues or events within and across time periods, events, or cultures. 
● Students will explain how government policy changed in regard to Native 

American relationships after the Northwest Ordinance. 
 
Priority Standard: SS.Hist2.b.m Explain patterns of change over time in the community, 
the state, the United States, and the world. 

● Students will explain the cause and effect of events that led to the American 
Revolution. 

 
SS.Hist2.c.m Analyze how the historical context influenced the process or nature of the 
continuity or change that took place. 

● Students will analyze how events in the mid-1800s led to the Civil War. 
 
Priority Standard:  SS.Hist4.a.m Explain how the historical context (situation) influences a 
primary or secondary source. 

● Students will analyze the development and impact of documents important to the 
founding of America’s government.  

● Students will analyze the impact of documents important to the development of the 
United States.  

 
Priority Standard:  SS.Geog3.a.m Analyze the relationship between the distribution of 
resources and patterns of human settlement within states, countries, and regions of the 
world now and in the past. 

● Students will accurately identify the 50 states in the United States. 
● Students will identify major geographical features that affected the development of 

the growing nation as it expanded westward. 
 
Domain: Inquiry (Students become progressively more independent each year) 
Priority Standard: SS.Inq1.a.m Formulate open-ended questions for further research within one 
of the social studies disciplines. 

● Students will create open-ended questions to support their research. 
 

Priority Standard: SS.Inq2.a.m Explore evidence from multiple reliable sources 
representing a range of perspectives and media that have been selected through research to 
guide the inquiry. 

● Students will research and gather sufficient notes to analyze a topic and its 
connection to the theme 

● Students will create a bibliography for a topic that includes multiple reliable 
sources used to gather information from a range of perspectives. 

 
Priority Standard: SS.Inq3.a.m Develop a debatable and defensible claim based upon the 
analysis of sources.  

● Students will develop an argument to support their analysis of the topic and 



 
 

 

provided theme. 
  

Priority Standard: SS.Inq4.a.m Communicate conclusions using a variety of media (i.e. 
video or online, documentaries, exhibits, research papers, or web pages). 

● Students will create a conclusion that logically supports an argument presented in 
a research project. 
 

Domain: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
Priority Standard: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7 Integrate visual information (e.g., in 
charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital 
texts. 

● Students will integrate visual information to support the main idea in print and 
digital texts. 
 

Domain: Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
Priority Standard: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.7 Conduct short research projects 
to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and 
generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of 
exploration. 

● Students will use several reliable sources to conduct research to answer a question 
and share their understanding. 

 
Domain: Conventions of Standard English 
Priority Standard: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6-8.1 Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

● Students will demonstrate grade-level appropriate command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and usage when writing and speaking for a formal 
purpose. 

 
Priority Standard: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6.2 Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

● Students will demonstrate grade-level appropriate command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing for a 
formal purpose. 

 

 
 
 

These standards and learning targets will be reported at the end of each grading period.  If you 
have questions regarding any standards or learning targets, please contact the building 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/6-8/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/6/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/6/2/


 
 

 

principal.  

 

 

 

 


